Friday 3rd April 2020                                                LO: Exploring the language of poetry.  

Activity 1:
Read the poem ‘Hare’s Night Song’ (page 78).
[image: ]Children to discuss their initial responses to the poem:
· What do you like about the poem and why?
· How does the poem make you feel?
· What makes you feel like this?
· What do you think the poem is about?
· Why do you think the poet has chosen to write about the event?

Ask your child to discuss their own experiences of night time in settings familiar to them. 
· Have you ever been in the countryside at night time?
· What kind of things would you hear or feel? 
· How might it make you feel?


Children to annotate a version of the poem with their responses.
Discuss new terminology, eg. ‘limpids’ and ‘wherries’ and discuss how they contribute to the rhythm and sounds of the poem as a whole. Ensure the children are clear on the difference between a rabbit and a hare.

Activity 1:
Children to reflect on the language used in the poem. 
· Which words or phrases did you like the sound of?
· Which are particularly vivid or help you to see pictures in your mind?
· Which help create atmosphere or evoke emotion?
· Are there any words or phrases that you do not understand?
· What pictures form in their mind as they read?
· What is it about the poem that makes them visualise this? 
Activity 2:
Children to use art materials (eg. soft pencils, charcoal, pencils or pastels – whatever you have available at home) to complete this task. Ask them to draw what they see in their mind’s eye as they listen to the poem. Read the poem aloud to the children again whilst they are drawing and then model drawing alongside them. 

Discuss the following points whilst reading and responding to the poem to guide the children with formulating their own responses:
· Imagery
· Atmosphere
· Interesting vocabulary choices
· Personal connections and responses






















Activity 1:
Annotate the poem ‘Hare’s Night Song’ with your personal responses.

 [image: ]
Reading and responding:
· What do you like about the poem and why?
· How does the poem make you feel?
· What makes you feel like this?
· What do you think the poem is about?
· Why do you think the poet has chosen to write about the event?


Making links to your own experiences:
· Have you ever been in the countryside at night time?
· What kind of things would you hear or feel? 
· How might it make you feel?
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HARE'S NIGHT SONG

See her moonlight
bloom from thick forest

leaving the ground
plucking words from the stars

half heather mosses
deep purple wherries

strains of midnight shadow
rise from the earth

she reads diamond notes
on silver grasses

from black glassy brooks
damp reedy lairs

leaving her thin voice
where darkness passes

in the ghost of her

litapid, lamplight
stare
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