Class teacher: Mrs Huntley-Hart Email:

We cannot believe that the children are into their third and final term in
the Foundation Stage! The children have already achieved so much in their
first two terms at St. Mary's. We are looking forward to witnessing them
achieve even greater things in what promises to be a busy and very exciting
term.

Our theme for the first half of this term is '‘Bugs, Bees and Butterflies' and
after half-term our learning will be based on 'The Seaside’. We will be
learning about different mini beasts like caterpillars, ladybirds and beetles.
We will be using some stories to support our learning. For example 'The Very
Hungry Caterpillar’, "The Tall, Tall Grass’ and 'The Big Book of Bugs'

Please continue to talk to your children and encourage them to talk o you
about their work in school.

Here is a brief overview of what the children will be doing in the seven areas
of learning this term.... remember they always interlink and overlap...

The Allotment - We will be planting sunflowers, runner beans and pumpkin
seeds and many more! The children will spend a lot of time outside in our
garden, looking after the flowers and vegetables, watering, looking at
insects, examining, using their senses - these are all lasting childhood
experiences. It looks like a very busy terml!
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Through active child - initiated learning and practical tasks we
will encourage the children to become independent and
confident learners who are self - motivated.

The ZONES of Regulation®
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RED ZONE
Mad/Angry
Terrified
Yelling/Hitting

GREEN ZONE

sad Happy
Sick Calm
Tired Feeling Okay

BLUE ZONE

YELLOW ZONE
Frustrated
Worried
Silly/Wiggly

Bored Focused Excited Elated

Our daily sessions of phonics and reading will continue
to be a good basis for other cross-curricular work.

The children will develop their reading and writing skills
even further this term. They will listen to, and read, a
variety of stories in whole class, group and individual
reading sessions; including learning that we can find
information from non-fiction books about different
animals and plants.

Again, the children will be encouraged to write for many
different purposes, which will include writing a seed diary,
facts about ‘minibeasts’, picture prompts linked to our
weekly text and recording what they have seen, made or
experienced across all areas of their learning.

Moving Slowly Ready to Learn Loss of Some Control Out of Control

Physical Development

6ross motor - jumping, running, climbing, throwing and catching...... so many opportunities in our outside areas! Including our range

of bikes and scooters that all come out for Bike day.

Fine motor - funky fingers to develop muscles for writing as well as many other activities to develop the pincer grip.

All children will need to bring a NAMED sports kit suitable for outdoor PE this term. We will be going outside for some of our PE

sessions so your child will need suitable footwear.

J_j.Le_r_q._c% - llsten'mg to and leo.rni.ng well-known stories, poems and songs. We will also ke leo.rn.in.g to write our

names using our hest St Mo.rlat's letter gormation.

Phonics - we Jo[[ow our own school scheme and will share more 'Ln.gorm.a.ti.on on this with You soon so that you are
akle to suppor’c your child. Letter gormatlcn is anorpcrated into our phonlcs lessons. This term we will have lots 04

opportunities to appll& our phoni.c skills in reo.d.ln.g and writing activities.

Reading - Please read every night hefore hed as this is a perfect opportunity Jor your child to develop as a learner

and reader! We will ke shar'mg picture bhooks in school and developing a ‘love c} reo.d.ing'.

WrLt’mg - we will he mcd.el['mg wrlt'mg {or dq}erent pUrposes across all areas o{ provision; shopplng lists in the
home corner, making plans in the construction area, signs around the classroom and recording the children’s ideas.

The children will ke completing wr'Lt'an cho.llenges in Dro.w'mg Club.
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Bu.gs, Bees & Bu.ttergl.i.es

Mat] tical D I
This term we will he working on
composition, and decompositlon, o{
numbers, Jor examp[e seeing that 7
can bhe made 04 5 and 2. Children will
sort objects according to different
criteria - such as colcur, size. We will
be lcck'm(& at doubles as two equal
parts

We will also he exploring more complex
patterns as well as shape and

measure.
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E Lve A Des.i ! I , he World
In this area of learning the children will be expressing We will be growing flowers and vegetables Please wear OLD clothes, arms and legs must he
themselves in drama and role play through stories such as and looking at the lifecycles of Jully covered. Waterproofs, welly hoots. Layers
‘The Bad-tempered Ladybird’ and 'Snail Trail'. Creative butterflies and frogs. We have not given .

! i . Jor warmth, a sunhat as the weather improves.
development is present in all areas of the EYFS up on our Giant Atlas Moth cocoons yet The child b teid t of the d
curriculum. The children have access to activities every and hope they will emerge at some point e children will e outside Jor most of the day.
day which encourage, promote and celebrate creativity. this term. The children will be encouraged First Session: Friday 2° May
The children have access to musical instruments, role-play to talk about what they see happening and
areas, puppets and a creative area where they can make a to show care towards living things by A chance to learn outside, develop their social
variety of objects. The adult led creative activities are looking after them. We are lucky to have skills, learn to mark-make and develop their fine
comecfed to each weekly theme wher'e.we encourage the cépond on siT'e which(;/vz'wil'l b:a using. and gross motor skills as well as learning
chﬂ#r‘en to talk about what ‘rhey'ar'e doing and develop veryone enjoys pond dipping! about the world around them.
their use of the new vocabulary introduced.

PARENTS HELPING: We would welcome po,rents Please find time to share a book with your child at least 3 times a week. When your child reads at home, you need to
to come and help with reo,dlng, Forest Schools record this in their Reading Diary. We will read with your child at least once a week and record this in their diary, so

' ' : please ensure it is brought into school each day. We will ‘check and change’' books when we see that three reads have
gardemng, \rLHo.qe walks, SRS, GHE = please been recorded in the diary to ensure that your child is gaining fluency and confidence when reading. Demonstration is the
contact the office to book a DBS check. Then best way to teach underlying concepts about reading and writing. Read posters, letters and magazines. Try to take
let me know when $you can come in. advantage of every opportunity o demonstrate how and why adults read. Share writing the shopping list, thank you
letters and invitations are aocod examoles.

Q_QD&LQLLRQDJLLDA&LS_-IJ someone else is collecting your child then please
Start of Term 22"¢ April 2025 Get in touch - let the OfJice know.

th . Communication is
5" May - Bank Holiday We are o NUT-FREE school

'Lm.p.orto,n.t to us -
Halj-Term 26th May - 30tk May pl.eo,se do email 'L/tf $ou

have a worry. We will

Book Bo.%s - Please b.r’mg these in everlédo.t&, Reo.d.ing Loqs will ke

checked d.CI.i.l.ld. and we want to work with your child as much as

Fridal& I3t June - Class photos
he sho.rlm} pictures possib[e,

Saturdo.t& Il-i'th June - Su.mmer FG.LJ.FE and o_nd_ Ccm.m.en.ts, tO S,l'lOW

Colour Run Water Bottle - Please br'm% in d.d.i.l.LJ and ensure it is cleo_r[t& named.

what your child has

Monday 16* June - Sports Day (PM) bheen up tol Al.WG.ld,S, ensure your child has a named waterprco} coat - we will he
Tues 1 & Thurs 3rd July - Parents’ Evenings outside every day no matter what the weather.

Wed.n.esd,o,li, qth Ju,l,% - New classes a,jtern.con. THINK WEATHER! hats, g[oves, sunhats, sunscreen?

I0* July - UK celebration assembly Please make sure everything is NAMED. Uniform - Name, Name Name.

Tuesday 22 July - Last day of term




