Mexico Class Newsletter

Spring Term 2018

Welcome B.ack!

I hope you have had a wonderful Christmas .and I wish you a very
Happy New Year! Thank you wvery imuch for the lovely gifts you gave me,
Mou are verkf Rind.  This term owur topic is ‘The Ancient Greeks', [ .am
excited by the .opportunities this topic enables - Gods, Goddesses, heroes,
heroines, monsters! Hopefully your children will he as enthused as I am!
A letter will he coming out about the ‘Greek Doy we are holding .on
Thursday 18 Jaruwary. Lt would be lovely if your child could dress up
as an Ancient Greek for the day; it is amazing what you can do with a
white sheet!

Here is a hbrief outline of the topics and themes we will be covering this
term, along with some wseful points to note. If you need any further
information then please don't hesitate to get in touch with me.

historians, delving into this exciting
civilisation. You can find out more about
this topic in our class assembly on Friday
234 Fehruariy.

We will hegin owr term by looking at ‘Myths .and Legends’,
a topic that is hound to inspire even the most reluctant
writer! We will wse the great Greek Muyths of Perseus .and
Medusa; Theseus .and the Minotawr; .and others, to inspire
us to wirite our owan Greek myths. This will be followed
by a non-fiction unit, creating .our own explanation texts.
Apter half-term, we will be honing owur debating skills,
linked to the Ancient Greek wars. Then we will wse drama
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a5 A rm to produce .our own poetry and fables
inspired by Aesop. The children will bhe taught ahout the
importance of written w.ork imaking sense, howving a purpose
and heing grammatically correct, through hoth explicit
gramumar lessons .and as part of our Guided Reading
sessions. We shall once again be wsing ‘Talksd Writing' to
inspire our writing through actions and images.

Guided Reading sessions this term will include time to
enjoy reading different types of text. Ln .addition we will
enjoy focussed learning sessions that will help to build up
the skills necessary to hecome o lifelong reader. Our key
text this term will he ‘Who Let The Gods Out? by Moz
Exvans. We shall also be dipping into Anthony Horowitzs
Myths .and Legends. Spellings will be given out on a
Monday and the children will he tested .on the following

We will hegin the term hy continuing to look .at fractions, in relation to
division and their equivalence to decimals .and percentages. This will he
Jollowed by purther irwestigation into numhber, place yvalue .and
multiplication.  Further topics through the term will link to .our Ancient
Gureek topic with statistics and data through the Olympic Games.
Throughout the term we will focus on using and applying .our maths
knowledge as well as developing .our skills of reasoning .and deduction.
We will he focussing very imuch on mental maths this term, emhbedding
our knowledge of times tables and their respective division focts. Once
these are known, we will focus on applying this mental maths knowledge
to solving problems in real-life contexts.
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The first half-term we will be continuing with .our
learning about the topic of ‘Forces’. We will then
mowve onto . new topic ‘Materials’. The children
will continue to develop their irwestigative skills
through hoth these wnits. The main focus for




conclusions hased .on the results they gather

Computing

The children will have a fantastic opportunity this term looking .at
‘Masters .of The Digiverse, an e-safety unit taught through digital literacy.
This will allow children to link their wuriting, directing and filming skills
to creating a short film about indernet safety. Tow.ards the later part .of
this term the children will be developing their programming skills, using
the online softw.are - Scratch. This software allows the children the
opportunity to design, write and debug programmes to .attain .certain
go.als.

R.E.

This half-term we will he considering the question, ‘What w.ould
Jesus Do? as we delve into the Gospels and accounts of Jesus
from the New Testament. Ln the second half-term we bhe
contemplating the question, ‘What did Jesus do to save huwman
heings? looking at Salv.ation in more depth.

o Mucic/Dogian Technal

This term .oll of owr art, music and design technology
teaching .and learning will bhe included in general ‘topic sessions
and will he inspired by the .art, culture and music of the Ancient Greeks.

P.E.

The children will have two P.E. sessions a week. The indoor P.E. lessons
this term will bhe continue .on .o Monday with Miss Lyons. She will bhe
teaching Dance .and the children will be learning .o routine linked to .our
Greek Myths .and The Minotawr. Our outdoor P.E. session has .changed to
a Wednesday .and will focus on irwasion games through tag rughy. We
are fortunate enough to have Mr Ruff lead these sessions. Please
remember that the correct P.E kit should be in school on these days and
that children need to have plimsolls and outdoor kit, which should he
warm for this time of year. No jewellery is to be w.orn, please ensure
that all earrings are remowved on P.E days if the children are not able to
remone them themselves.

PSHCE

The children will bhe starting the term mwith .o unit titled, ‘When things go
wrong.” where we will look at what children can do in a ~variety of
challenging situations focusing .on e-safety as well s peer-pressure.



Aﬂex )Lald}.’—,te,rm we will Llook at a unit titled ‘Dzaung Mwith Feszg/s’ where
the children will learn more abhout mental health .and emotional well-
being.

Spellings
This term children will he tested .on .common exception w.ords .and
Jwg words ;r,o,m. the KS2 cwrricwum. These will not }OLLOJW a

specific spelling pattern. Therefore, there will not .alw.oys he mystery
spellings. for the children to learn. The mweekly spellings will say
whether they will he tested on mystery spellings that week. These
will be taken from spelling patterns from last term. Alternatively,
they will have extra “Topic words to learn. Ln .addition, Green and
Yellow group will have the same spellings.
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Once .again the children will be given .o ‘Homew.ork grid, which proved to
popular last term. The focus allows the children .more choice in the tosks
they complete. The expectation is still that one piece of homew.ork will
in on a Monday. More details of the task will be handed out in .a
separate letter.

How can iyou he,Lp?

[) Please ensure that yowr child learns their weekly spellings .and times tables.

2) As part of their weekly homew.ork the .children must read for at least 10
minutes, 3 times a week at home. The logs will he imarked each week .on a
Monday. Howewer, please ensure youwr child hrings in their reading hook
and log every day. It would be lovely if you could listen to syour child
read and discuss what they have read. Howewver, I .appreciate this is not
alw.ays possible and youwr child might prefer to sometimes read
independently. If this is the case, encourage them to record what they
have read in their reading log, along with their thoughts on what they
have read.

3) Support yowr child mith their weekly maths, literacy .or topic homew.ork.

4) Encourage your child with ary work they want to do at home .and
alwoys try and make it fun!

5) Walking home - we will require a written request from the parent/corer
submitted to the school .office should you wish a child to walk home after
school on their own. Without this we are not able to let youwr child leave
Achool grounds unaccompanied.

6) Mohile phones - Should you require yowr children to carry a mohile phone
when in school they will he asked to submit it to the office whereby it will
be stored carefully .and returned to the child at the end of the day. Please
note that St Mariys will not be responsible for any loss or damage to the



How can I }usz?

[ am wvery happy to hear from .any parent who may hove o concern or
who needs .any further information. I will he continuing .communication
~ia Class Dojo, which will allow syou to message me privately. However,
[ am .also .around most afternoons after school to see parents. You may
also make an .appointment to see me, via the school office.

M.r R,o.ge,r/s ©



